Summary. A case is described in which a woman with a previous history of a pituitary chromophobe adenoma subsequently developed persistent lactation and dysmenorrhoea.
INTRODUCTION
Animal experiments have shown that the hormonal factors concerned in the initiation and maintenance of lactation are extremely complex (Cowie, 1961) . Human lactation following parturition is associated with a fall in oestrogen excretion (Brown, 1956 ) and in paralactation not associated with suckling the clinical data usually suggest low oestrogen levels (Bonser, Dossett & Jull, 1961 Short (1961a, b After oophorectomy the levels of oestrogen and pregnanediol excretion have remained within the range normally found in post-menopausal women. The urinary gonadotrophin levels are rather low in the normal range. The steroid concentration in the ovarian cyst fluid (Table 2) should be compared with the results published by Short & London (1961 (Meyer & Clifton, 1956 ). Such tumours can induce mammary gland development and lactation when transplanted to castrated, adrenalectomized male rats given cortisol (Clifton & Furth, 1960 (Ryan & Smith, 1961) .
